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Motivation

• Peri-urban forests provide valuable
ecosystemic services, but they are under great
land development pressure in middle-income
countries

• They provide unique recreational services, 
associated to quality of life, but they are often
overlooked relative to other services



Contribution

• Method: estimates take into account the
visitors heterogeneity, using Latent Class
Count Models.

• Application to middle-income country

• The estimates provide inputs for Payment for
Environmental Services design
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Policy implications

• The value for recreation justifies federal spending in 
effective conservation programs.

• Since 2004, the federal government implemented a 
Payment for Ecosystemic Services (PES) program, 
paying 30 USD per hectare at the time of the study.

• A single trip by one person to Desierto de Los Leones 
justifies the federal payment for one hectare, and only
on the basis of the service of recreation.

• If the PES is effective, there are basis to expand the
program to other areas.

• If the policy goal is to internalize the positive 
externality: entry-fees, voluntary PES


